
The most effective leaders in 

society are those rare  

individuals who can inspire 

their audience with a  

passion that can only come 

from personal experience. 

Joe Roberts is an  

inspirational example of 

overcoming adversity and 

managing change. In 1989 

he was living under a bridge 

as a homeless skid row 

street person.  

Today, Joe delivers  

his keynote messages at  

conferences, conventions 

and special events, teaching  

people “there’s more to you 

than you can see”. 

 

Skid Row 
CEO 

From Skidrow to CEO  
“There’s more to you than you can see” 

Have you ever wondered about the lives touched  
by your day to day commitment ? 

 
In this keynote, Joe shares his story of redemption, a story that relates to health-
care professionals deeply. In 1989 Joe was a homeless drug addict on the streets 
of Vancouver.  With the support of healthcare providers, Joe’s life transformed. 
 
As you walk with Joe through the tough streets of East Vancouver in the 1980’s 
you will experience the depths and degradation of a former homeless derelict, 
to the heights and triumph of a successful entrepreneur and philanthropist. You 
will see and feel how “possibility thinking” made this happen and continues to 
do so in the lives of those you serve.  
 
Joe teaches how anyone can transform and overcome perceived limitations and 
live their dreams with the right support and services.  
 
Joe’s keynote is a perfect fit for conferences, learning days, management  
retreats and other special events that need a true life story to exemplify your 
good work. What better way to honour your guests with a story that relates on 
so many levels?  

You will laugh, possibly cry, but never look at life the same.  

 
Participants will leave with: 
 A feeling of being honoured and thanked for their contributions as health 

care professionals 
 Why empathic leadership is the only way to sustain change 
 Seeing the possibility in those we serve and lead 
 Mental Health and Addiction - A moral shift: Sick vs. Bad 
 A rededication and commitment to passion   
 An inspired personal story of a life/family transformed 

778-875-5202 
marie@josephroberts.ca 

www.skidrowceo.com 

JOE ROBERTS 

http://www.skidrowceo.com


 

COMMUNITY 

Abbottsford Police 
Alberta Health Services 
Beausoleil First Nations 
Brunswick Street Mission 
Boys and Girls Clubs 
Calgary Chamber of Commerce 
Canadian Centre for Substance Abuse 
College of Surgeons and Physicians 
Delta Police 
Fraser Health 
Habitat for Humanity 
John Howard Society 
Ministry of Children and Families 
Ontario Addiction 
Perioperative Registered Nurses Association of BC 
Police Leadership Conference 
Royal Victoria Hospital 
Salvation Army 
Saskatchewan Association of School Business Officials 
Saskatchewan Victims Unit – RCMP 
Squiala First Nation 
The Justice Institute 
UBC Sauder Business School 
Union Gospel Mission 
United Way Cambridge 
United Way Vancouver 
Vancouver Adolescent Recovery Centre 
Vancouver Board of Trade 

Awards & Media 
Joe is the recipient of the Courage to Come Back Award, The Ontario Premiers Award, and was nominated by MacLean’s 

Magazine as one of ten Canadians that make a difference.  He also received Business in Vancouver’s 40 under 40 and 

Zoomer Magazine 45 over 45. Joe has appeared in the Globe and Mail, The Toronto Star, Canadian Business, MacLean’s 

Magazine, The Vancouver Province, CTV Nation News, Global National News and CBC National News to name a few of his 

media appearances.  Video clips and articles can be seen on the website. 

“Joe, you have a way of honoring people with your incredible  
journey.  Every healthcare professional needs to hear your powerful 

message. You were the perfect endnote to our conference” 
Susan Good 

Director, Leadership and Organization Development,  
Fraser Health Authority 

 
“Joe's ability to connect with hearts and hold the attention of the 
audience is outstanding. A great example of the power of choice, 

while honouring the medical field.  A very compelling and inspiring 
close to the conference.” 

Gabriele Cuff; BSN, MEd, CEC 
Managing Consultant: People Development,  

Fraser Health Authority 
 

“Great work!  Professional as always.  Feedback from the other  
Doctors and Professionals was very positive.  T 

hanks for your hard work.” 
Dr Ray Baker 

The College of Physicians & Surgeons of British Columbia 
 

“Very inspirational speaker.  He made me want to encourage myself, 
and others (i.e. my staff, as well as those in my personal life) to really 

search within oneself and find themselves.” 
 

“Obviously an amazing story - told by an amazing man, adding  
humor and humanity into his story that guaranteed plenty of laughs 

and tears.  Inspirational and insightful.” 
 

“Loved the story, was a great reminder to find the possibility  
in all people.” 

 
“He was excellent and inspiring and left me with a feeling  

that anything is possible.” 
 

“Joe Roberts was captivating and really helped us to see that we 
have so much hidden potential.” 

 
“Joe's presentation was moving and I left the conference  

feeling encouraged to embrace change and look for hidden  
potential” 

 
“Inspirational, uplifting, funny.  One of the very best speakers I have 

ever heard. Great end to the conference.” 
 

“Wow what a story, we all have potential to be something great” 
 

“Very moving - this session was at the top of my list.” 
 

“I think I am forever touched by this man.  To sit at a table of my 
peers and listen to them sobbing to his story was very moving.  My 
friends in Social Work services sobbed uncontrollably.  I will never 
look at a homeless person the same way again.  As I write this the 

tears are running down my cheeks.  WOW!” 
 
 
 

“there’s more to you 
than you can see”   

T E S T I M O N I A L S 

JOE ROBERTS 


